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Your voice in Westminster 
 
Nick de Bois MP writes about 
how holding local advice    
surgeries keeps him in touch 
with what’s really going on…  
 

A very demanding but rewarding 
part of any good MP’s work is to 
hold local advice surgeries for 
constituents. This is when     
people can come to see me as 
their MP for advice about      
anything from problems with 
anti-social behaviour in their 
neighbourhood to getting the 
Council to take action on        
persistent fly-tipping. What you 
end up with is a cross-section of 
people’s problems in dealing 
with public services; problems 
that provide you as the MP with 
an insight into what’s really    
going on in people’s everyday 
lives. 
 

As I mentioned, holding lots of          
surgeries is hard work, but if 
there’s one thing I’m passionate 
about it’s making sure the             
constituency is the focal point of 
what I do. Essentially, being   
Enfield North’s voice in       
Westminster, not Westminster’s 
voice in Enfield North. 
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Enfield North MP Nick de Bois has written an 
open letter to all local GPs encouraging them 
to speak up and shape future health services. 
 
It follows the announcement from the         
Secretary of State for Health, Andrew Lansley 
MP, that Labour’s cuts to Chase Farm       
Hospital’s A&E and maternity services have 
been halted. The new coalition Government 
has instead said it wants local health services 
to be designed for local healthcare needs, by 
local people. 
 

In a letter written jointly with Enfield Southgate 
MP David Burrowes, Nick said: “We know that 

patients trust their GPs and share with us the belief that practising GPs should 
be at the heart of shaping the future of services”. 
 

It goes on to say to GPs, “It is crucial that your voice is heard in both planning 
and endorsing the NHS services that you will be commissioning after 2012/13”. 
 

Nick has so far met with a number of GPs at their local practices. Nick said, 
“I’ve been delighted with the response from GPs to the letter and it’s been a 
pleasure to meet with so many of them. I want to ensure that GPs - the experts 
in all of this - feel that they can speak up and that their views will be heard”. 
 

Read more at www.nickdebois.com 

 Nick de Bois MP with Andrew 
Lansley at Chase Farm Hospital 
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Nick has asked Prime Minister David Cameron to meet  the  parents of 
Enfield resident Andrew Symeou, who has been awaiti ng trial in 
Greece for over a year. 
 

Speaking at Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs), Nick  highlighted that   
Andrew, extradited to Greece under the European Arr est Warrant over 
a year ago, has yet to face trial. The mental angui sh to Andrew, not to 
mention the financial burden on his family, is bein g compounded by 
unnecessary delays in the judicial process. Nick we lcomed the news 
that the European Arrest Warrant is to be reviewed,  but asked for the 
PM or Deputy PM to meet with him and the Symeou fam ily as a matter 
of urgency.  

Watch Nick’s PMQ at www.nickdebois.com  
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Enfield Council is conducting its       
annual canvass to create the electoral 
register for the borough; the  list of 
people who are entitled to vote at    
elections (provided they are over 18). 
 

 
Forms should already have been delivered - please 
return them as soon as possible.  
 
For more information visit www.enfield.gov.uk and 
search “electoral register”.  
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Parliament has set in motion plans to hold a referendum next year on changing the 
voting system we use to elect MPs. The current system is called “First Past the Post”, 
which means the candidate with the most votes wins. 
 

The referendum will be on whether to use a different system called AV - Alternative 
Vote. This is where people put down their first and second preference for MP. If no 
candidate has 50% of first preference votes, the second preference votes of the least 
popular candidate are counted up to see if that gives someone 50%. If not, you do the 
same thing for the second-to-last candidate, and so on, until someone has 50% and is 
declared the winner. Complicated? Yes. Fair? No - if second preference votes are to 
count, why not all of them instead of just those for the least popular candidates?  
 

I’m against AV, but I voted in Parliament for a ref erendum because it was a key 
part of the Coalition Agreement, and because I beli eve the decision on how we 
elect MPs is not for MPs themselves, but for the Br itish public. 

 Parliament has been voting 
on having a referendum on 
the way we elect MPs 

Local MP Nick de Bois has spoken in Parliament to call for new initiatives to tackle knife crime 
in the borough, arguing that Enfield should have its say an upcoming high profile review. 

 

Former EastEnders actress Brooke Kinsella, right, is conducting a review 
to identify ways of stopping young people being involved in knife crime, 
and will present her findings to the Home Office later this year. Ms Kinsella 
began campaigning on the issue after her younger brother, Ben, was 
stabbed and killed in London in 2008. The Home Secretary responded to 
a question from Nick in Parliament to say that submissions from Enfield 
could be included in the review. Nick  said, "The work being done by 
Brooke Kinsella - motivated by her own personal tragic loss - will be very 
influential. I will be seeking the views of the police, voluntary groups and 

residents so that Enfield's experience of knife crime is considered as part of the review." 

 Campaigner Brooke 
Kinsella will lead knife 
crime review 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To sign up, just e-mail office@enfieldnorth.org with 
the subject header as “Newsletter sign up”. Please 
also include your name and address. 
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You can follow Nick on twitter 

 

In October Nick will be sending the 
first edition of a monthly e-mail 
newsletter. It will enable him to 
keep residents more regularly     
updated with what he’s doing for 
you in Parliament, and in Enfield.  

 


